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Louis K. Annpaoher - l.ntest
Is Stage Sermon Without
Rant and Hypoerisy of
Some Pulpits—Kathlene
MacDonell and Nana
Bryant Sure Hits.

By LOUIS ABHLEY.

A. L. Erilanger presented Henry
Miller's Thealer company in “Step-
ping Stones” a drama by lLouls K.
Anspacher, at the National last nl;ht

THE CABT.
Mary Elisabeth Forbes

. J Faval ....co0000 Pedro de Cordoba
Dufu-n ......... Nana Bryani

obert Bin IR Warburton Gamble
o T K. Anson

nmu. Macoouell

.Frederick Lloyd

Iu. Mild !)unm .. Phyllls Povah
Slnolalr .. ..., Merie Maddern

Ml RN Lossriansrneds Malcolm Fassett

There ia so much good In the worst
of us and so much bad in the best of
us that it hardly behooves any of us
to talk about the rest of us, as “Step-
ping Stones” proves rather coneclu-
mively. But it mulr&d considerable
of a wrench before r., Jean Favel
assimiiiated his own pet theories. He
had to discover a skeleton in his own
closet before he could sympathize with
other skeletons. And, at the very
end, with the curtain slowly descend-
ing. there was some doubt that he
really understood the working effec-
tiveness of his own theorles. There
was & rather detached air about him
as he continued his dictation with

It is all sbout the so-called double
standard of morality, once a thrilling

tople of discussion, now rather shop-
worn. Bul there |s & twist Lo It here
It is rather the attitude of the erring
woman upen her future, whether ahe
should admit her moral defest and
slide down, or with Tennyson “rise
on stepping stones of our dead selves
Lo better things"™

Dr. Favel is aglow with hls great
scheme for rebullding the lives of the

erring. He would enable them Lo re-
cover and llve “happy and useful
lives" That Is his theory behind the

plans for bullding his sanitorium.
And right here we seq several women
who are in need of just such minis-
tration.

First and foremost there is Mrs,
Mildred Dunham, & pretty little
widow, whose name s belng coupled
with Robert Sinclair's in various es-
capades. Then there Is Geraldine Du-
queans, whose platonie relationship
with Frederick Spencer, has continu-
ed for some elght years or so. And,
lastly, there is Elinor Wyndham who
has finally ended a certain clandes-
tine relationship with Sinclair,

Mrs. Dunham, Alghty thing, Is about
to be named as co-respondent In Mrs.
Sinclair's suit for divorce, The evi-
dence gathered by an unscrupulous
lawyer ls threatening trouble when
Mrs. Sinclalr is killed in & motor car
aocident. All might have been well
had the attorney not been unscrupu-
lous,

Finding & chance to blackmall
others, Carhart, the lawyer, proceeds
to get to work. "It {8 his prying
fingers which disarrange the skele-
tons in at least two closets, Mre. Dun-
ham's and Miss Wyndham's, He falls
in his object, but he fails only be-

“from my own experience ol

cause Elinor, now Dr !".Vl‘l'l wlfe.

has the strength of characler Lo “rise

on stepping stones” of her own dead
self Lo betler (hings.

Kathiene MacDonell's Elinor |is
smooth and convineing. Eapecialy
opd Is she In ber blg scene with Car-

t She quite dwarfs her physi-
clan-husband, who becomes &s part
aof Lthe scenery Perhaps there was
nothing else for him to do after his
typically masculine attitude toward
the double standard or morslity. His
surrender is as .graceful as he can
make It

Pedro de Cordoba, as Dr. Favel, re-
sembles no physiclan of our scquaint-
ance not even any physiclan sum-
moned from the realms of lmagina-
tion. He has, on tho whole, & rather

thankless task, for he must maintain |y

theories shattered by almost every-
pody else surrounding him.  That is
difficult, and unconvincing

Quite & beam of suniight s “Gerry"
Duquesne, portrdyed by Nana Bryant,

ho is light in her moods, thoroughly

odern in her methods, and entirely
effective In her own blg scenes. One
wondered at the unmistakable dense-
nesas of Freddy Spencer. Bul thers
are such men.

A. E. Anson's Carhart was tantallz-
ingly perfect, ‘\- a scheming lawyer,
he earned the Adetestation of his audi
ence. He never overemphasized a
single action which might destroy
the pleture he would leave. His s
quite & triumph.

“Stepping Stones” Is & stage ser-
mon. It acks the rant and hypocrisy
of many pulpits, gaining In effective-
ness by its qulet progression. In-
deed, to moderns it s entirely true
in many of Its aspects. But why sug-
gest that a latter-day audience pos-
HesBESs iu own mllertion of lkeletonl

'HOBART STAGES ANOTHER
SUCCESS IN HIS “SONNY”

Emma Dunn, Lillian Lorraine
and Robert Ames Are Hits.

The Belwyns presented Emma Dunn,
Robert Ames, and Lilllan Lorraine in

“Sonny.” a five-acl comedy written by
George V. Hobart, at the Belasco
Theater last night

THE CABT:

Buddie Hedgen
James Monirose
Florence Crosby . ..

Chester Morris
Hunsell Meadoraft
. Pauline Garon

lore .. .. ,.Georgle Lawrence

Hntpoé OMIE .cccoanass Hallem Thompson
DY oo s sssonsaresnaing Emma Dunn
Charley Crosby viesssss s Robert Ames
adge Oralg .. ...co0uis Lillian Lorraine
sury ... o Willlam M. Dupont
asper o evsiasne - Walter Fredericks
Joe Marden ........ v Robert Ames
licla Duval ... Lotus Robb
g Marts .........c000004 ehee Adores
Captaln Duncan .. .. ... .. i L. White

Charles Fearing
coo o denbel Adams
..+ Donald Bayne

Gordon, an Orderly
Rosemary
Huank, lhn Gardener

Bomeone In a tank town once sald
of & local performdnce of *“Uncle
Tom's Cabin” that the bloedhounds
played very well, Indeed, but lacked
support. One might reverss this rural
critie’'s opinion in reviewing the pre-
miere of “Sonoy” and say that the
cast of this sentimental, wholesome
comedy Is well-nigh perfect, but lacks
the support of & most refractory Alre-
dale in the crugial moments,

The story of the plece is one of &
dutiful son (Robert Amea), who
leaves his blind mother, as played by
I-:mmn Dunn, to go to tho wars, und
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Reflecting the Beauty of

Autumn Millinery

RIGHT colors, rich fabrics and artistic trimmings
make a delightful diversity in Millinery Modes for

all.

Duvetyne in beautlful shades of brown is decidediy
in fashion’s favor, but panne velvet, with trimmings of

ostrich and copper metal, is
tive and individual styles.

equally effective, in distinc-

Veils, filmy and flowing, displayed in latest colors

and novel designs are much
ness of the small hat.

Whether large or small,
Autumn hat reflects youthfulness and personality.

worn and add to the loveli-

a turban or a tam, the
In our

most comprehensive showing you can find, as never before,
the hat made exclusively for you.

The Hats Illustrated are From Our
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' Old Famlly Skeletons Rattle in Steppmg Stones’ at Natlonal '
" |TIMES “CRICKET” FINDS

who Is “bumped oN" after Lhe Ar-
gonne show. At this puint the highly
versattle Mr Ames becomes the buddy
of the slain man, and, true to the
dying wish of his partner, goes back
home and fakes Lhe role of son Lo Lthe
bereaved and blinded mother

The fact that the buddy, Joseph
Martin, Is the living image of Charley

Crosby, the “Sonny” of the plece, 18
the main premise of the story. -
The Selwyns have done well with

the staging of the play., All the trap-
plogs of the late and well-knawn war
wre rulhlessly dispensed with, and
save for a fNeeting glimpse Int the
corner of & ward In an A, K F. hos-
pital, the comedy has all of its action
in the States,

Emma Dunn, as the mother, s s0
natural and so polsed that she |ls con-
vincingly real, evenm when plausibllity
becomes strained. Twice it falls Lo
her lot to deliver a distincet shock to
the audience, and In both cases her
acting s superb. 4

Robert Ameas, playlng a dual role,
bears a heavy burden of resaponsiblliyy

upon his capable shoulders. His hu-
morous situations are nalve und en-
guging, and he shows his wisdom In
extracting long running ripples of
amusement from his role rather than
working toward 4 single Rabelalsian
laugh at stated intervals, as Is the
fashlon of most gentlemen Indulging
in light vomedy.

Lillian Lorralne, the third co-star,
Is & wort of beloved-villalness, por-
traying & “‘gold-digger” role with all
the insight which her well-known
services atop Mr, Zelgfeld's roof have
given her prior rights to. The falr
Lillian is ef in her wit and In her
skirts, and her Ring Lardner dia-
logue Is good.

Russell ’Iedcra!l. as a precoclous
youth, is ‘cleverly pleasant. Lotus
Robb, as the leroine, makes the beast
of a rathe: stilted role. Pauline
Garon deserves mention gor her work
a8 the Little Sister of the  returned
soldler. : ’

Mr. Hobart has an apparently
highly Iimpossible situation for the
acting of this exceedingly well-
played comedy, but no one doubts any
coincidence. with thousands of his-
toricglly true ones coming to life
every day as the result of the late
unpleasantnéss In Europe. The play
drips with sentiment, which is a far
better thing than having a comedy
bulge with beds, or ‘crooks” with
“gats” and hard-hearted police in-
spéclors.

The Belwyns have hung up another
success.

LIVELY BURLESQUE AT
GAYETY FOR THIS WEEK

There is something dolng every
minute In Jack BSinger's latest bur-
lesque show which is holding forth
at the Gayety this week. “Vamping
the Tramp'™ s the title given the
two-act akit, and while it {s absolute-
ly devold of any plot, the capable
principals and the nifty chorus keep
the show moving at high speed frog
the opening to the last song.

Harry Lander is the commander-
in-chief of the fun bLrigade and his
barrage of fun keeps the audience in
an uproar all the time.

Then there ig Amela Pynes, a come-
little blond lady, whose dancing
has won her much fame among bur-
lesque fans. Her vampire dance with
Leo Daly was a gem.
Willie L.ander, Bobby Moore, Hen-

'rietta Byron, Dolly Gordon, and Rob-
jert Miller are other members of the

company who show ability.

An added attraction is Tarzan, the
ape man or man ape, which was
amusing in a number of tricks. Sam
Wilson, a colored performer, sang a
number of “bluesa” songs in Yiddish,
which was a novelty to many.

“MEMORIES REVIVED” IS
STYLE OF KEITH'S BILL

Kelth's bill this week might have
all been entitled “Memories Revived,”

for It hearkens back to usages of
other years—from the *cave man"
conqueror of fair woman, to the group
of songs by a veteran minstrel basso
and his wife, the pair of them regis-
tering to the combined age of 144
yvears “young." Nor was the time-
honored John Barleveorn forgot.

“The Honeymoon," a little comedy,
was the top-line playlet by virtue of
ita mirth. Willlam Gibson and Re-
gina Connelli had arrived at Niagara
Falls on a very modern honeymoon,
with Tootsie the poodle and all the
modern woman's powers of spoiled
oppression In evidenc.e And then
“He" came into his own as that cher-
jished memory the “"Lord of Creation”
in a cottage for two,

Jogeph Norcross, assisted by Nellie
Norcross, proved that the oldest liv-
ing minstrel “in service” still has a
rich volce and that therse was humor
and melody in that “Song Gdiimpse of
Yesterdav” when the old folks sang
“When You and T Were Young, Mag-
gie,” and “Silver Threads Among the
Gold.”

A sweet-voiced singer, Yvette Ru-
gel—whom the printer had under-
welghed in his adjective “miniature”
—sang wvery delightfully songe that

Thurston, Magician, Takes Live SRCK

“CRICKET.”
‘P, 8.—My little girl says  Mr.
Thurston is a mean, old thing, be-

TO PUBLISH LETTERS

MOORES
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Now Pravine

WARM TIME AT GARRICK

fOLY
Rabbit From His Pocket. Wantn laar

“Diear Mr Ashley:

“When you gave me that pass to
the SBhubert-Garrick and told me 0
cover Thurston's show on its second
week's run, | was glad because |
knew It was “Shrine night” and that

enry Lansburgh and his Almas
Temple nobles would be there in full
array. 1 had a suspicion too that
Hoble Thurston would do & few of his
Httle tricks on Henry and he did, but
I never suspected for a moment that
lie was golng to plck om your eritic
“he way he did,

“l was sitting there In B1 with no
thought of danger in my mind when
that man Thurston came down, stuck
his hand down my coat oollar and
pulled out a lot of colored rags which
I am pesitive were not there when |
left home—there were miles of them!

“Then, as though he thought that
were not enough, he told my Innocent
lttle five-year-old daughter that 1
also had & rabbit down my back and
told her to pull it out by the ears,
which she did, _much to my personal
embarrassmeflf. because L do not feel
that that was a good example for &
growing child

“He sald she could keep It If she
would tell him what, shie would name
it, so she sald she would call It
“Henry,” aftef Mr. Lansburgh, And
then a man behind me whispered to
his jady friend thiat I was in the show
—and 1 suppose 1 was, for that mat-
ter, but not the way he meant.

“Oh, yes, Thuorston did a lot of
tricks in which I did not participate,
like the levitation act, making a girl
disappear and then finding that she
was h1ding in a trunk suspended from
the top of the auditorium by a rope
and discovering a rooster and a pack
of cards concealed in Henry Lans-
burgh's coat—Henry doesn't play
cards—but [ can't remember them all,
for I lost my program when he pull-
ed the rabbit out of my coat, It was
a fine show, outside of that.

“But, Mr. Ashley, I do not think it
is right to treat a poor newspaper
man like that, and 1 think you should
write to the manager of the Bhubert-
Garrick and tell him your critics
must not be interfered with like that.
Suppose I should be there next week
and Hamlet would come down and
take Yorick's skull from my pocket.
It ought not be allowed, lnd I hope
you will take action,

“Yours, very truly,

HLUHC e
Lowie
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FOR THE FIRST TIME ON ANY SCREEN IN THE
WORLD, LOUIS B. MAYER THIS WEEK PRESENTS

A Masterpeice N

THE WOMAN
IN HIS HOUSE

Ask Anybody

cause after he gave her the rabbit,
he sent an usher down to take It away
from her, after the show was over."

HUGE CROWDS AGAIN YESTERDAY EMPHASIZED
H O R RARLY. ATTENDANCE 70 SSCURE suate
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LONDON, Oect. —A valuable col-
lection of unpublhhc—d ?:-lter- and POLl’s mr“}:"r #e, »
manuseripts of Charles Dickens is on LOE W’s-——' Shubert Attractions .nd;u T ,
its way to the printer’s. : y
They had hitherto beeéen in private (‘lulrle‘:“: ”E\"'i“rzizfnr‘“ﬁtum
hands but are now to be published KING O'BRIAN WHEATY
In book form. In the Merry Musical Play *
PR R e N“BUDDIES”
HUBERT-BELASCOL """, ovee
Tomight 8:20—Mat. Tomer. 2120 tanaha Guipoe; Sumas w Slenty
The Bel Be ‘ -
AT S EATS NoW e
COMEDY OF YOUTH A. H. WOODS Presents
“SONNY” GREAT FLOR
Incldental Songs ‘Ia‘ Raymond Hubbell E"CE HOORE
Emma Robert Lillian EDEEMER BREAKFAST IN BED
Dunn Ames Lorraine t's n Scream. Prices, 50c fo $2.00
NEXT DAVID WARFIELD —
WEEK [12 “The Retars of Peter|SEATY uips g e Hos Bace bt S Y
% ! ¥ e
HOUSE PETERS & MARJORIE DAW i: T. ARTHUR SMITH, 1306 G St. N, W.
1' for
Direct EXTRA ADDED FEATURE ' Y S 'l “ h t
SHUBERT-GARRICK..2=35%..| N [evsren "KEATON | 1§ ™ Y: Symphony Orchestra
Recond Bix Week b WALTER DAMROSCH
m{milhi—g%wwlr. and Sat. In His First Comedy b Conductor.
WONDER THE UNIVERSE! Triumph. 4 i _“‘;!;'""""‘ 4130—0ct. 26,
HURST ALL ONE WEEK” § T TR IR i 1S PN § ¢
¢ Fritzs Kreisler, Frieda Hempel, A
THE GREAT MAGICIAN NEW (¢ Sergel Rachmaninoff.
Prices, 50-1. 00-1.50. Mats. 25-50-75-1.00 Lo Ew’s i:: Thehot ._I‘jg“"“..!:'w’ $7.50,
Next Week, WALTER ¥ nun-ng | 4 S -
L
IR

TEN STAR SERIES

TEN FRIDAYS8—4130 WITH

Tnllllllt. R:20
Wed, Mats, Sat,

ATIONAL ALAC

’ Ysaye, Taramsov Anna 3
HENRY MILLER’S (Wl . .cue 1030 am—11 pom | |3 Thelma Glven SPapie  caomie,
THEATER COMPANY b f\‘»“‘glt Engell, Josef Stopak,
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THE ACQUITTAL { Schumann-Heink
With WILLIAM HARRIGAN. CHRYSTAL 4 |
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BAUER, Planist JACQUES THIBAUD,

i 1 "““"‘" =208 i; had won popular appeal “in other 2 PIERRE MONTEUX, C
\ Dl.lpl!l)rl and are Notable for Their T {| §ldays” Miss Rugel wandered effect- g Overture, ‘Naughty Marlettw’ M oy _ + Conductor.
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